
 

Grace Episcopal Church  
Grace is a Christ-centered Community devoted to Servant Ministry and Spiritual Growth. 

GRACE
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     SHEFFIELD, ALABAMA

Interpreting This Week’s Prayer 

Collect of the Day: O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence 
for your holy Name, for you never fail to help and govern those whom you 
have set upon the sure foundation of your loving-kindness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Dear God: I pray that your Spirit will repeat your Name in my heart, again 
and again, so that I will feel your presence with me at all times and love 
you all of my days. Your help, guidance, and steadfast love toward me is 
the foundation upon which everything in my life rests. In Jesus’ Name I 
offer this prayer. Amen. 

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
June 21, 2026      9:30 AM  

Holy Eucharist 

The Father by Haley Miller



Prelude                            

THE WORD OF GOD 

Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

The Celebrant and People say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise S 280                 Gloria in excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father 

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father 

Lord God, Lamb of God 
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father 
Receive our prayer 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord 
You alone are the Most High 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit 
In the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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Processional Hymn 535           Ye servants of God



Collect of the Day 

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you 
never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation 
of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson                        Genesis 21:8-21 
This is a complicated and challenging story. Last week, three messengers 

promised Abraham and Sarah that they would have a son. Growing impatient, 
Sarah offered her servant, Hagar, to Abraham; Hagar’s son is Ishmael. Later, 

Sarah gave birth to her own child, Isaac, and became jealous of the other mother 
and son’s claim on her spouse. Sarah urged Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael 

away. In these verses, God intervenes to save them from death.   

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that 
Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had 
borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out 
this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit 
along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to Abraham on 
account of his son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of 
the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she 
tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. As for the 
son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your 
offspring.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of 
water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and 
sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-
sheba. 

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 
Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 
bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she 
sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of 
the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, 
“What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the 
boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I 
will make a great nation of him.” Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well 
of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. 

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an 
expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a 
wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 People  Thanks be to God. 3



Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17      Inclina, Domine 
In this psalm a desperate person cries for help, certain that God will hear them. 

In verse 16, the psalmist identifies as “the child of your handmaid,” which evokes 
Hagar’s cries in the lesson from Genesis.   

1 Bow down your ear, O Lord, and answer me, * 
	 for I am poor and in misery. 
2 Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful; * 
	 save your servant who puts his trust in you. 
3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; * 
	 I call upon you all the day long. 
4 Gladden the soul of your servant, * 
	 for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, * 
	 and great is your love toward all who call upon you. 
6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer, * 
	 and attend to the voice of my supplications. 
7 In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, * 
	 for you will answer me. 
8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord, * 
	 nor anything like your works. 
9 All nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord, * 
	 and glorify your Name. 
10 For you are great; 
	 you do wondrous things; * 
	 and you alone are God. 
16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; * 
	 give your strength to your servant; 
	 and save the child of your handmaid. 
17 Show me a sign of your favor, 
	 so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; * 
	 because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me.
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The Second Lesson                    Romans 6:1b-11  
Here, Paul lays out a complex theological idea, which Anglicans call the Paschal 
Mystery. He describes how Jesus saves us by uniting himself to us in death so that 

we can “pass over” (Paschal = Passover) with him into Resurrection life.  

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How 
can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we 
have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified 
with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being 
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives 
to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 
Christ Jesus.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 People  Thanks be to God. 
	 	 	 	 	 	  

Gospel Hymn                                Seek ye first 
Please sing vss 1 & 2 before the Gospel. 
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Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness 

And all these things shall be added unto you 
Allelu, Alleluia 

Refrain:    Alleluia, alleluia 
Alleluia, allelu, alleluia 

Ask and it shall be given unto you 
Seek and ye shall find 

Knock and it shall be opened unto you 
Allelu, Alleluia 

Refrain 



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
	 	 	 	 	 People     Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

Matthew 10:24-39 
What a fun reading for Father’s Day: Jesus has not come to bring peace, but to 

set family members against one another! As in other places, Jesus intends us here 
to question how the peace that he preaches is different from the peace that, 

unfortunately, we often experience in families, churches, and other close-knit 
groups. The latter definition of peace involves avoiding hard truths, putting up 
with injustice, going-along-to-get-along, and not “rocking the boat” even when 
our conscience pushes us to do otherwise. Jesus’ peace involves experiencing 
discomfort and disagreement in pursuit of a more honest and life-giving way.  

  
Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave 
above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave 
like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 
more will they malign those of his household! 

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, 
and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell 
in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not 
fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet 
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs 
of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. 

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I 
also will deny before my Father in heaven. 

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to 
bring peace, but a sword. 

	 For I have come to set a man against his father,  
	 and a daughter against her mother,  
	 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;  
	 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not 
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The Gospel of the Lord.    
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 6



The Sermon                                                    The Reverend Danielle Thompson

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty,  
     maker of heaven and earth,  
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
     the only Son of God,  
     eternally begotten of the Father,  
     God from God, Light from Light,  
     true God from true God,  
     begotten, not made,  
     of one Being with the Father.  
     Through him all things were made.  
     For us and for our salvation  
          he came down from heaven:  
     by the power of the Holy Spirit  
          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
          and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
          he suffered death and was buried.  
          On the third day he rose again  
               in accordance with the Scriptures;  
          he ascended into heaven  
               and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
               and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
     He has spoken through the Prophets.  
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Gospel Hymn                                Seek ye first 
Please sing vs 3 after the Gospel. 

We shall not live by bread alone 
But by ev’ry word 

That proceeds from the mouth of God 
Allelu, alleluia 

Refrain 

7



The Prayers of the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively. 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world. We pray for Donald, our president; 
Kay, our governor; and for the mayors, city councils, and county commissions of 
the Shoals; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Glenda, our Bishop; Richard, our Bishop-Elect; 
Danielle, our Priest; Josh, our Deacon; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
For all who serve God in his Church.  

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

We pray for those on our intercessory prayer list, saying together  
Charlan, Everett, David, Lily, Michael, Bennie, Robin, Wayne, Tommy B, LaVera, 
Peter, Doug, Courtney, Bruce, Frances, Betty, Dan, Ro, Heather, Gail, Deborah, 
Jessica, & George. 

We pray for all whose work puts them in harm’s way and for those on active duty 
in the military, saying together  
Taylor, Johnathan, Ben, Conner, John Gage, Nathan, Henry, Jacob, Kadin, 
Dustin, Rebekah, Bryan, & William. 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
  8



Concluding Collect 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully 
accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Confession of Sins 

The Deacon says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept 

Minister and People 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen.   

We pray for those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries:  
Danielle Thompson & Josh Davis, Burgess Fox Wyker, Robin & Eddie Lakey, 
Jan & Jerry Bennett, & Beth & Brent Scott. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
Silence 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 
Silence 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
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The priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace  
The Celebrant says to the People 

Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 	 And also with you.   

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Offertory 
  
Offertory Anthem                     Written in Red      Barry Rickard & Kyle Trapp 

In letters of crimson, God wrote His love 
On a hillside so long, long ago 
For you and for me, Jesus died 

And love’s greatest story was told 

I love you, I love you 
That’s what Calvary said 

I love you, I love you 
I love you, written in red 

Down through the ages, God wrote His love 
With the same hands that suffered and bled 

Giving all that he had to give 
A message so easily read 

Doxology Hymn 380                       Old 100th   
                                                                                                              

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise him, all creatures here below 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
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Instructions for receiving Communion are found at the end of this prayer. 

The Great Thanksgiving       Eucharistic Prayer A 	 	 	                                                                              

	 Celebrant: 	 The Lord be with you. 
	 People: 	 And also with you. 
	 Celebrant: 	 Lift up your hearts. 
	 People: 	 We lift them to the Lord. 
	 Celebrant:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
	 People:	 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us 
to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 

Sanctus S-129 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the highest 

Then the Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.”
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith, 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the People, the Celebrant says the following Invitation: 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The Communion 
Please come to the altar rail to receive Communion. You may kneel or stand. 
Receive a wafer from the Priest by holding out your hands. To receive the wine, 
please dip the wafer in the chalice or drink from the chalice. If you do not wish to 
receive Communion, cross your arms over your chest and the Priest will offer you 
a Blessing. 

Communion Hymn 675          Take up your cross 

Take up your cross, the Savior said 
If you would my disciple be 

Take up your cross with willing heart 
And humbly follow after me 

Take up your cross, let not its weight 
Fill your weak spirit with alarm 

His strength shall bear your spirit up 
And brace your heart, and nerve your arm 

Take up your cross, heed not the shame 
And let your foolish heart be still 
The Lord for you accepted death 
Upon a cross, on Calvary’s hill 

Take up your cross, then, in his strength 
And calmly every danger brave 
It guides you to abundant life 

And leads to victory o’er the grave 

Take up your cross, and follow Christ 
Nor think till death to lay it down 
For only those who bear the cross 

May hope to wear the glorious crown 
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Dismissal 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessing 

Recessional Hymn 537      Christ for the world we sing

Postcommunion Prayer 
The Celebrant and People continue 

Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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