
Grace Episcopal Church  
Grace is a Christ-centered Community devoted to Servant Ministry and Spiritual Growth. 

GRACE
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     SHEFFIELD, ALABAMA

What is All Saints’ Day? 

All Saints’ Day is almost as old as Christianity itself. 
What began as a day to remember martyrs (people who 

died for their faith) soon became a time to celebrate all the 
departed, both to recall their good examples and to give 

thanks for the total healing and fullness of life they 
experience in the presence of God. All Saints’ Day is 
about the Communion of Saints, the “great cloud of 

witnesses” that surrounds us even now. It is also about 
Hope: hope for the life to come, and hope that is grounded 

in our prayer that “the kingdom, the power, and the glory” belong to the 
God of Jesus Christ. 

All Saints’ Sunday 
November 1, 2026    9:30 AM 

Holy Eucharist 



Prelude             

THE WORD OF GOD 

Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

The Celebrant and People say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise 618 vs 1 & 3   Ye watchers and ye holy ones 

Ye watchers and ye holy ones, bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones 
Raise the glad strain, Alleluia! 

Cry out, dominions, princedoms powers, virtues, archangels, angels’ choirs 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Respond, ye souls in endless rest, ye patriarchs and prophets blest 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong, all saints triumphant raise the song 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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Processional Hymn 625          Ye holy angels bright 

Ye holy angels bright, who wait at God’s right hand 
Or through the realms of light fly at your Lord’s command 

Assist our song, for else the theme too high doth seem for mortal tongue 

Ye blessed souls at rest, who ran this earthly race 
And now, from sin released, behold the Savior’s face 

God’s praises sound, as in his sight with sweet delight ye do abound 

Ye saints, who toil below, adore your heavenly King 
And onward as ye go some joyful anthem sing 

Take what he gives and praise him still, through good or ill, who ever lives 

My soul, bear thou thy part, triumph in God above 
And with a well-tuned heart sing thou the songs of love 

Let all thy days till life shall end, whate’er he send, be filled with praise 



Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and 
fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to 
follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to 
those ineffable joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

The First Lesson                     Revelation 7:9-17 

After this I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in 
their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
singing, 

	 "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom  
	 and thanksgiving and honor  
	 and power and might  
	 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." 
Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

	 "For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
	 	 and worship him day and night within his temple, 
	 	 and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
	 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
	 	 the sun will not strike them, 
	 	 nor any scorching heat; 
	 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
	 	 and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
	 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 People  Thanks be to God. 3



Psalm 34:1-10, 22       Benedicam Dominum 

1 I will bless the Lord at all times; *  
	 his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
2 I will glory in the Lord; *  
	 let the humble hear and rejoice. 
3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; *  
	 let us exalt his Name together. 
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me *  
	 and delivered me out of all my terror. 
5 Look upon him and be radiant, *  
	 and let not your faces be ashamed. 
6 I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me *  
	 and saved me from all my troubles. 
7 The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, *  
	 and he will deliver them. 
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; *  
	 happy are they who trust in him! 
9 Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, *  
	 for those who fear him lack nothing. 
10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger, *  
	 but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good. 
22 The Lord ransoms the life of his servants, *  
	 and none will be punished who trust in him.
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The Second Lesson                       1 John 3:1-3 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been 
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for 
we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, 
just as he is pure. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 People  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Hymn 488                     Be thou my vision 
Please sing vss 1 & 2 before the Gospel. 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
All else be nought to me, save that thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord 

Thou my great Father; thine own may I be 
Thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee 



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
	 	 	 	 	 People     Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The Gospel of the Lord.    
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Gospel Hymn 488                    Be thou my vision 
Please sing vs 3 after the Gospel. 

High King of heaven, when victory is won 
May I reach heaven’s joys, bright heaven’s Sun 

Heart of my heart, whatever befall 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all 



The Sermon                                                    The Reverend Danielle Thompson

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty,  
     maker of heaven and earth,  
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
     the only Son of God,  
     eternally begotten of the Father,  
     God from God, Light from Light,  
     true God from true God,  
     begotten, not made,  
     of one Being with the Father.  
     Through him all things were made.  
     For us and for our salvation  
          he came down from heaven:  
     by the power of the Holy Spirit  
          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
          and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
          he suffered death and was buried.  
          On the third day he rose again  
               in accordance with the Scriptures;  
          he ascended into heaven  
               and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
               and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
     He has spoken through the Prophets.  
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively. 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially: Sean, our Presiding 
Bishop; Richard, our Bishop; Danielle, our Priest; and Josh, our Deacon; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, 
especially: Donald, our president; Kay, our governor; and for the mayors, city 
councils, and county commissions of the Shoals. 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
Silence 

We pray for those on our intercessory prayer list, saying together 
Everett, David, Lily, Michael, Bennie, Robin, Betty, Dan, Ro, Jessica, George, 
Charles, Eric, Larry, Alex, Bitty, Jack, Marcia, and Jimmy. 

We pray for all whose work puts them in harm’s way and for those on active duty 
in the military, saying together 
Taylor, Johnathan, Ben, Conner, John Gage, Nathan, Henry, Jacob, Kadin, 
Dustin, Rebekah, Bryan, and William. 
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We pray for those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries: 
Jessie Wilson, Mary Ann & Bob Allan, Eloise Grace Wyker, and Joshua Davis 

Concluding Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-
beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the 
peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought 
together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The confession is omitted on feast days. 

The Peace  
The Celebrant says to the People 

Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 	 And also with you.  

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Offertory 
  
Offertory Anthem                 Death Be Never Last                            Grace Choir 

We walk in light of countless faces bright as beams of rising sun 
Certain as the morning chases night in endless ages’ run 

Turning eyes now to their shining mem’ry, to their faithful past 
Saints be now the truth divining: death be now but never last 

When sorrow’s heavy hand has weighted loss against the greater gain 
Pinning down that grief sore fated laden on the bed of pain 

When joy returns with laughter singing thanks to God for life’s sweet song 
Let us follow after bringing thanks to God for those now gone 

Doxology Hymn 618 vs 4    O friends in gladness let us sing                                                                                                       

O friends, in gladness let us sing, supernal anthems echoing 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 9



Instructions for receiving Communion are found at the end of this prayer. 

The Great Thanksgiving       Eucharistic Prayer A 	 	 	                                                                              

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For in the multitude of your saints you have surrounded us with a great cloud of 
witnesses, that we might rejoice in their fellowship, and run with endurance the 
race that is set before us; and, together with them, receive the crown of glory that 
never fades away. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 

Sanctus                                         Land of Rest 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest 
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Then the Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith, 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again. 
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The Celebrant continues. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN. 



12

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant



The Breaking of the Bread 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the People, the Celebrant says the following Invitation: 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The Communion 
Please come to the altar rail to receive Communion. You may kneel or stand. 
Receive a wafer from the Priest by holding out your hands. To receive the wine, 
please dip the wafer in the chalice or drink from the chalice. If you do not wish to 
receive Communion, cross your arms over your chest and the Priest will offer you 
a Blessing. 

Postcommunion Prayer 
The Celebrant and People continue 

Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Communion Hymn 287 vss. 1, 4, & 8   For all the saints 

For all the saints, who from their labors rest 
Who thee by faith before the world confessed 

Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blessed 
Alleluia, alleluia 

O blest communion, fellowship divine 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine 
Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine 

Alleluia, alleluia 

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast 
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
Alleluia, alleluia
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Dismissal 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessing 

May God give you grace to follow his saints in faith and hope and love; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Recessional Hymn 526   Let saints on earth in concert sing 

Let saints on earth in concert sing with those whose work is done 
For all the servants of our King in heaven and earth are one 

One family we dwell in him, one Church, above, beneath 
Though now divided by the stream, the narrow stream of death 

One army of the living God, to his command we bow 
Part of the host have crossed the flood, and part are crossing now 

E’en now by faith we join our hands with those that went before 
And greet the ever-living bands on the eternal shore 

Jesus, be thou our constant Guide; then, when the word is given 
Bid Jordan’s narrow stream divide, and bring us safe to heaven 
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